
KILNS 
PLEASE READ BEFORE SELECTING:

When planning to purchase a kiln, keep in 

mind the following basic, essential elements: 

• Electrical supply

• Needs

• Firing capacity

• Accessories

• Ventilation

The power supply in your facility will 

determine the voltage and phase 

requirements of the kiln. Contact your 

custodian or local electric company for this 

information. For example, if your building 

is powered by 208 volts and single-phase 

electricity, your kiln should have the same 

power specifications. Your kiln must be either 

direct-wired or plugged into a compatibly 

wired circuit. The circuit must never be used 

by other appliances while the kiln is firing.

Important Considerations:

1.  If you expect to fire often, purchase the 

largest kiln possible within your space and 

electrical limitations. 

2.  The kiln location must allow for a minimum 

of 18 inches on all sides. Local authorities 

can provide you with information regarding 

protective walls and flooring or ventilation 

requirements. 

3.  Due to the many different types of 

materials which may be fired in all kilns,

the firing area must be properly ventilated. 

4.  Preview the various clays and glazes

you plan to use to determine the firing 

range desired. Most kilns fire to cone

10 which is adequate for a wide range

of ceramic techniques.

5.  Accessories are essential to every

kiln purchase. Order any options at the

time of your kiln purchase to save on 

shipping costs.

In order to use your kiln you MUST order  

kiln furniture (shelves and posts), peep hole 

plugs, kiln wash, heat-resistant gloves,  

vent system, cones and—of course—clays 

and glazes.

Contact Customer Care for any questions.

1-888-388-3224

FILL OUT THIS KILN SPECIFICATIONS WORKSHEET  

AND SEND IT TO US ALONG WITH YOUR KILN ORDER.

Returns resulting from wrong or insufficient information will be  

subject to freight anvouble upon receipt. Thank you for your cooperation.

MAIL to: School Specialty  OR FAX to:   1-888-388-6344 

W6316 Design Drive 

Greenville, WI 54942

Please Note: The following details are required when ordering a kiln. Please meet with 

your electrician or building specifications authority before completing this form to 

ensure that the kiln you are choosing is compatible with your art room's limitations.

Bill To:

Name

School or Studio

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Number

Ship To:

Name

School or Studio

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Number

Kiln Brand Name Kiln Model Number

Kiln Description

SSL Item Number for the Kiln

Date Kiln Needed by: (Date cannot be guaranteed, but will assist with prioritization)

Reason Kiln is Needed by that Date 

Required Accessories:

Add Furniture Kit Description & SSL Item No.

Add Vent Kit Description & SSL Item No.

Contact Information:

Contact Name

Signature

School Specialty PO Number

Date

Phone

Electrical Power: Voltage:

Single Phase 
208 Volt

Three Phase  
240 Volt

120 Volt

NOTICE: Automatic Controllers allow you to be away from the kiln during firing, however we recommend that you monitor the firing periodically and 

that you ALWAYS BE PRESENT NEAR THE END OF THE FIRING THROUGH SHUTDOWN. 

Read each page of your manual in detail before you install or operate the kiln. Warranty does not cover damage caused by failure to follow 

instructions. We suggest you read the manual twice. The first time read it straight through before you plug in your kiln. The second time use it as a 

guide as you set the kiln up and fire it.
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CERAMICS   |   kiln information checklist

Choosing and Purchasing an Electric Kiln
A ceramic or glass kiln can be a major capital expenditure; however, with careful selection, placement, maintenance and care, it can be a piece of 
equipment that will last for many years. 

Kiln Specifications Worksheet - Required for all Kiln Purchases 
It's important that we receive the completed worksheet before your kiln is shipped in order to save you time and trouble upon receipt. We 
recommend that you meet with your electrician or building specifications authority prior to completing the worksheet to ensure that the kiln you are 
choosing is compatible with your art room's limitations.

Important Considerations
Before buying a kiln, several very important factors must be considered including: Kiln Location; Electrical Supply; Firing Capacity; Ventilation; 
Controller Type; Warranty and Accessories.

Kiln Location
Due to the high temperature and the emissions the kiln may give off, the best location is a dedicated, low traffic, kiln room with a locking door, 
exterior wall for easy ventilation, preferably near the art room for convenience of transporting ware.

Other things to consider with the location of your kiln:
• Dry, well-ventilated area. • Non-combustible floor such as concrete or ceramic tile.
• At least 18" of space around kiln. • Ceiling clearance enough for kiln to be opened.
• Be sure to order a kiln you can fit through all doors!  • Sprinkler system that is not activated by elevated kiln room temperatures.

Electrical Requirements
The kiln should be supplied by a dedicated breaker. Consult your electrician to make sure you have availability in your breaker box to handle the 
recommended breaker for your kiln. You will need to know the voltage and phase of the power supply available in the kiln room. Voltage will be either 
208V or 240V (220V is a generic term and not a specific voltage). The supply will be either 1 phase or 3 phase. Residential supply is almost always 240V 
1 phase and commercial supply can be any combination. Have your electrician test the supply to be certain. Some kiln models may require an electrician 
to direct wire the kiln.

What Size to Buy
Besides determining the physical placement for the kiln and the electrical requirements, getting the kiln that serves your needs is vital. 

Ask yourself the following: What are you firing? How big is the work? How often will you be firing a load? Will your needs/enrollment grow 
and can your kiln keep up? To what temperature are you firing? The closer you fire a kiln to its maximum temperature, the shorter the life of the 
elements and relays. Are you able physically to reach down in a kiln to load and unload? 

Often, a shorter wider kiln is easier to work with. Sometimes though, you need a deep kiln for tall pieces. Front loaders are more expensive but some 
people find them easier to load. Buy for the future. Your kiln, with care and maintenance, can last many years.

Venting Your Kiln
When clay fires, it gives off fumes due to the burning of organic materials in the clay body. Formaldehyde, sulfur dioxide and even carbon monoxide 
are released. A vent is a must and is often required by building codes.

Your Controller...Kiln Sitter or Computerized?
•  Kiln Sitter controlled kilns are a little less expensive but do not offer the features and convenience desired by most teachers.
•  Electronic (digital) controllers allow freedom in firing. Simply determine the cone to be fired to, the speed of the firing, and it does the rest.

It is easily programmed, holds your program for repeat firings, and if it has a ramp/hold feature, allows you to even fuse and slump glass!

Warranty
What is covered and for how long? Does the manufacturer have a good reputation and is it responsive to  
your questions/problems? Are parts (elements and relays) readily available?

Optional Accessory Considerations
1. Kiln furniture (posts and shelves) that specifically fit your kiln model.
2.  A Kiln stand; does the kiln come already with a stand? Does the stand need a caster? Is the vent mounted on it?
3. A Lid Lifter: a mechanical arm that helps both wide and heavy lids open and shut easier.
4. Test cones to place on the shelves to determine firing efficiency.
5. Glaze stilts to stilt glazed pot bottoms.
6. Kiln wash to keep glaze from sticking to your shelves.
7. Tile or plate setters for flat work.

Before Using Your Kiln
Make sure to read each page of your owner's manual in detail before you install or operate 
the kiln. Warranties do not cover damage caused by failure to follow instructions. We suggest 
you read the manual twice. The first time read it straight through before you plug in your kiln. 
The second time use it as a guide as you set the kiln up and for the initial firing. 

Each of the kiln manufacturers we represent offers more kilns than we can show in our 
catalog. Contact your local sales representative for assistance on finding additional models. 
After your purchase, our customer care department would be happy to assist you with any 
questions, concerns or replacement parts for your new kiln. We want your ceramics experience 
to be creative and enjoyable!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

To download a Kiln ordering specifications 

worksheet see our website:

select.schoolspecialty.com/kilns

Click on our Kiln ordering specifications worksheet

See online for more kiln options

Scan to download kiln ordering 

specification worksheet.

 LOWER PRICES ONLINE!  Sign in and see at Select.SchoolSpecialty.com
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